
USDOT Number 

Requirements For 

Vehicles Rated Over 

17,000 Lbs. 

What is a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR)? 

For a single vehicle, it is the value specified by the vehicle 

manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight of the vehicle. 

For a combination of vehicles, it is the value specified by 

the vehicle manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight of 

the towing unit plus the GVWR of the towed unit or units. 

A combination of commercial motor vehicles 

with a GVWR of 17,001 lbs. or more, inclusive 

of the towed unit. 

Commercial motor vehicles with a GVWR of 

17,001 lbs. or more. 

Getting a 

USDOT Number 

is Free ! 



Finding Your  

Vehicle’s GVWR 

Where is the GVWR found? 

The GVWR can be found in several places; 

 A label on the inside frame of the driver’s door 

 In the engine compartment 

 In the owner’s manual or sales brochure 

For trailers, the label may be found towards the front of the trailer, on the left side. 

 

How Do I get a USDOT 

Number? 

To obtain a USDOT number online, click here. 

In addition to obtaining a USDOT number, there 

are many other safety regulations for which you 

must comply (tires, suspension, safety equip-

ment, medical examiner’s certificates, etc.)  All 

motor carriers should obtain a copy of the Federal 

Motor Carrier Safety Regulations to ensure safety 

compliance. 
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